The Voice of Hope
Welcoming, Worshipping, Serving
February 2021

Ash Wednesday
February 17th
Service at 6:30 PM
(in person, and online/cable)
Lenten Worship Schedule
February:
17th: 6:30 PM
24th: 6:30 PM
March:
3rd: 6:30 PM
10th: 6:30 PM
17th: 6:30 PM
24th: 6:30 PM
31st: No Worship

Pastor Matt’s “Little Nuggets”
If you have tuned into
any of Matt’s
sermons, you know his
life has many
“nuggets” in it, that
he loves. Here are
just a few he holds
close.
His three daughters:
Madeline, Anna, and
Lilly
His Granddaughter:
Lola
His pup:
Brody “Scruffs”

“God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.” - Augustine
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"Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do that."
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Real post.
Yesterday was a dark day for me. Depression was winning
and the darkness was all around. From the injustice and violence to the simple parts of life, I was not in a good headspace. So I went for a simple hike to clear my head and
breathe in the fresh air, which is a common occurrence for
me.
But yesterday was different. Yesterday was breath-catching,
heart-stopping, incredibly beautiful. From the rime frost
coating every single surface, to the sunset painting such
beautiful contrast across the sky, this simple hike so close to
home that I've done a thousand times before was like being in
a another world.
God's love is so much louder than the devil's hate. And
through the frosty branches and perfect
sunset He spoke that truth to me so loudly
it brought me to tears. I cannot say that
makes everything better and all is well, but
it makes it bearable. Because I know He is
always there through it all.
May we all be reminded of this truth and
love louder.
Love louder.

Love. Louder.
Rime ice often happens in areas of dense fog,
like we have seen the past couple of weeks. It is
when supercooled water drops (in liquid form) in the air come in contact with a surface below freezing. Those liquid water droplets then
freeze on contact. Hoar frost is similar to dew and happens on cold
We are all faced with a series of great opportunities brilliantly disguised as impossible situations.- Chuck Swindoll February 2021
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3rd
Graders
receiving
their
Bibles!!

“Success is on the same road as failure; success is just a little further down the road.” - Jack Hyles

February 2021

4

Youth—Wendy Hjelmberg And Sara Nichols
Mentoring will be a little different this year.

For safety reasons we are asking parents to be
mentors for their children to share in the questions that will be available after worship during Lent.
Questions will be provided for you.

Soup supper is yet to be determined.
It has been great to be back to Inperson worship and class time. I am
putting a schedule together for the
next three months. If our Covid numbers go up, we may have to be back to
virtual, but the dates will be the same.

-Wendy

Our Spring Schedule is
as follows:
February:
3rd: 6:30-8:30 (Worship & Class: Apostles Creed
Theme)
10th: 6:30-8:30 (Worship & Class: Apostles Creed)
17th: 6:30-7:30 (Worship: Ash Wednesday)
24th: 6:30-7:30 (Worship: Lent Week 1)
March:
3rd: No Class (Optional Worship Lent Week 2)
10th: 6:30-7:30 (Worship: Lent Week 3)
17th: 6:30-7:30 (Worship: Lent Week 4)
24th: 6:30-7:30 (Worship: Lent Week 5)
31st: (No Class or Worship - Holy Week)
Holy Week: (No class on Wednesday, March 31)
1st: 6:30 (Maundy Thursday Service)
2nd: 6:30 (Good Friday Service)
3rd: 6:30 (Saturday Easter Vigil)
4th: 9:00am (Easter Sunday Worship)

Cardia Deo:
Called. Gathered. Equipped. Sent.
This year we’re bringing Cardia Deo to Hope!
A weekend retreat spent in Bible Study,
worship, laughter, games, and fun.

Due to COVID, this event has been moved
from its
typical setting and brought right here to us!
Participants will spend their days at the church
and go home at night to sleep in their own
beds.

February 19th-21st

Youth currently in grades 9-12
Adults who work with our Youth
$50 per participant
Signup Deadline: Wednesday, February
3rd
Register with
Wendy or Sara
$25.00 deposit
with registration
More information can be
found on our
website.

April:
7th: 6:30-8:30 (Worship & Class)
14th: 6:30-8:30 (Worship & Class)
21st: 6:30-8:30 (Worship & Class)
28th: 6:30-8:30 (Worship & Class: Last Day!)

“I am called by God to be exactly who I am, to gather together as the body of
Christ, to be equipped in my faith, and to be sent out to live in God’s love.”
How do you make Holy Water? ~~~~~~~~~You take some regular water and boil the devil out of it.
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Here we are in February and yet there is no need for the
Altar Guild to start up and Circles are still not meeting.
We have been notified that the Birthday Party at Moose
Lake Village is ON and Hope Lutheran will be serving in
June. The Martha Circle is on the schedule to do this.
The yearbook is not done but we will be working on this when it is decided
that the church is open completely for people to come back.
Again, it is important to stay safe and only do as you feel comfortable in
doing.

Priscilla Circle has not been meeting during
this nasty Covid time, but we have been
busy via telephone. Just last week, we
mailed $470.00 to the ELCA Good Gifts Program for our Priscilla Project 2020. We sent
it to be used for microloans to women in
3rd world countries who want to start a
business to help support themselves and
their families. Maybe a woman wants to
raise chickens and sell the eggs or wool
from her sheep or baking bread from the
grain she grows. As her business grows, she
repays the loan and the money will be reinvested in a cooperative...result? The Cycle
of Giving will continue to grow and more women will benefit. Just
wanted you to know what Priscilla has been up too!!
“Worry does not empty tomorrow of its sorrow. It empties today of its strength.” - Corrie Ten Boom
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Tuesdays: Preschool - 2nd Grade
Wednesdays: 3rd - 6th Grade

We are excited to be coming back to In-person class at church. Below is the
schedule, dates and times for your planning.
For safety reasons we are splitting our Elementary group to attend
on two separate days.

Kind-2nd Grade — Tuesdays

3rd– 6th Grade - Wednesdays

Schedule for February is Tuesday’s, Feb 2,
9, 16 and 23, 2:15-5:30.

Schedule for February is Wednesday’s, Feb 3,
10, 17 and 24, 2:15-5:30.

Classroom Schedule:
2:15-Bus pick-up at Moose Lake School
2:40 arrive at church
2:45-Snack time
3:00-Games/free time
3:35-Willow River children join us
4:00-Story time in the Sanctuary
4:30-Class time back in the Nursery School
Room
5:10-Wrap up and Blessing in Sanctuary
5:30-Child pick up from the Sanctuary

Classroom Schedule:
2:15-Bus pick-up at Moose Lake School
2:40 arrive at church
2:45-Snack time
3:00-Barnum pick-up
4:00-Story time in the Sanctuary
4:30-Class time back in the Nursery School
Room
5:10-Wrap up and Blessing in Sanctuary
5:30-Child pick up from the Sanctuary

Willow River School has Distance Learning on Wednesday’s, so transportation is
up to parents. Please let Wendy know if we
can assist in rides too. Students are
welcome to come to church after 2:40.

“Faith is a leap into the light, not a step into the darkness.” ~Reinhard Bonnke
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Camp SJ:
Deeply Rooted
in a God
Beyond Measure
Signup Deadline:
Wednesday, January 27th
Register with Wendy or Sara
$50.00 deposit with registration
We’re taking the NE MN Synod Journey
to camp!
Traditionally, the Synod Journey occurs in
the days before the National Youth Gathering. Due to COVID, this event has been cancelled, and the Synod Journey is taking on a
new form.

Camp SJ Details:

June 27th-29th, 2021
Youth currently in grades 8-12
Adults who work
with our youth
Participate cost is $100.00

So what is Camp SJ?
An opportunity to gather in community at
camp, to worship under the stars,
build relationships, play games, eat good
food, and do all the things one would desire
from a few days at
camp Vermillion!

“If I have the belief that I can do it, I shall surely acquire the capacity to do it even if I may not have it at
the beginning.” ~Mahatma Gandhi
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Prayer Concerns
Dr. Charles Koski– Shelly Schaffer’s Dad
Braxton Battaglia -granddaughter of Dave & Judy Paulson
Pam Dragseth -friend of Carma Coon
Carol Liupakka
Steve Storebo - son of Rolly & Imy Johnson
Ken Dahlberg
Linda Huhta– Holmstrom’s Niece
Roy Evgen
Lyle Almquist
Tom Garcia– brother of Kay Graftaas
Steve Anderson

Besides those named on this page, please remember
those not named suffering from chronic pain, or any other
physical or mental issues. Especially remember those from
our church family in assisted living or nursing homes, though
not listed above unless health conditions deteriorate. They
are: Lyle Almquist, Jan Ecklund, Carol Carlson, Helen Maltby,
Annette Dahlmeier, Ardella Pingeon, Andi Carlson, Mary Lu
Carlson, Irene McTaggart and Punky and Bette Weske. Pray
for those that are homebound: Gordy Paulson. There are also
many who prefer not to be listed individually, but have requested private prayers.

Military Service
Brian Erola
Robert Dedrowski
Daniel Conley
Anthony Mandt
Jason Johnson
Mike Tolerico
John Kachinske

Joey Whited
Jeremy Hill
Jeremy Johnson
Scott Eckman
Gage Mohelsky
Alexis Babcock
Danny Whited

Barb Adams
Noah Sharma
Jacob Collier
Kynleigh Rodenborg
Peter Steen
Dori Burginger
Roxe Peterson
Mary Sauerbrey
Pam Nelson
Ann Stephenson
Morris Gjessing
Benjamin Deering
Avery Hall
Lauren Hall
Kimberly Wagers
Brooklyn Pease
Scott Gay
Ray Arnold

1
3
4
4
5
6
7
9
10
10
11
13
13
13
13
14
16
17

Walt Lower
Brayden Davidson
Tyler Huso
Anna Lattu
Lillian Grimm
Joanna Engstrom
Scott Danelski
Remington Starck
Saralyn Andres
Jeremy Grimm
Max Kenney
Dusty Rhoades
Jaxsyn Kleszyk
Runo Larson
Tonya Benzie
Kaitlyn Jacobsen
Jill Juntunen
Jim Eckman

Lee & Ann Stephensen

“Small things done with great love will change the world.” ~Mother Teresa

17
18
19
19
20
21
22
22
24
24
24
24
25
25
26
26
28
29
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Whew, what a ride….

Happy February! There aren’t as many happenings from January so I have room for my
little page here.
Whew! We had a great December, it was so
good to see how many of our great people
helped out to make it a success. Our church
was hopping! So many good feelings.

Thank you for Everything!!

A man that works with Jason has
been going through a lot in his life. He just
bought a house that ended up sinking, he
has troubled teen boys, a tooth abscess, a
wife with cancer and a sick mother. Then
his car breaks down….
Then a man that had worked on site (for another company) a few months back called
Jason asking about this guy and how he was
doing. After learning about
everything, it turns out he
had an extra truck that he
wanted to GIVE him.

The story I want to share with you this
month isn’t something that I personally expe- These are two men that worked on the same
site for just a couple of months and came
rienced, but my husband Jason did.
from very different walks of life. One Hispanic older gentleman living in the cities
and the other a Caucasian younger man
from the country with many burdens to
bear.
It warms my heart to see/hear the Holy
Spirit in the most unlikely of places. Between two construction workers even!
While there is still a lot going on in this
man’s life, he got his own little reminder
that he is not alone!

He is with ALL of us!!

-Steph

What kind of car does Jesus typically drive? ~~~~~~~~A Christler.
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Hope Lutheran Church
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Giving
Statements
from 2020
are available.
Just email or
call the office
so Steph can
print yours
for you.

